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If you want to help for a day, give them rice; 
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YEAR 2009 IN REVIEW  

Responsibility in Nicaragua 
In June Responsibility fulfilled its year old commitment to provide drinking 
water for the children of the Matagalpa garbage dump. We built three five- 
thousand-gallon cisterns to hold potable water and paid for a year’s supply which 
is trucked into the area.   Supplying water will put an end to quenching their thirst 
from the chemically contaminated stream that borders the garbage dump.   
Their second major need is a daycare center and preschool / kindergarten.  Eighty 
percent of the scavengers are single mothers with four to eight children.  Every 
family member goes to work. Babies are put in cardboard boxes and placed close 
to the mothers as they scavenge for food, clothing, and recyclables.  (Last year, 
just a day before we arrived a newborn was accidently buried by a garbage truck 
dumping it refuse.)“We need 
a place for our little ones to 

stay while we work,” was the request of the mothers.    
Part of second request has been completed. In 2009 
Responsibility funded three teachers for the three to six year 
olds. Presently, our students are using a classroom in 
Leonardo’s elementary school. (We met Leonardo in 2008. He 
started his school on a blue tarp for the kids of this city’s dump. 
Today he has a basic building for his elementary school. There 
is no kindergarten.)  
The Robert F Keenan Kindergarten will have its ground 
breaking in March and its grand opening in June 2010.  You are 
all invited to join Araceli Moreno, my assistant, and I on our 
trip to Matagalpa for the ceremony.     
Pictures: Top left: A student drinking  clean water from our new drinking water tank. Right: Our kindergartners.  . 

OUR  SCHOOL in Mexico: LA ESCUELA DAVID LYNCH 
 Our main emphasis at Responsibility is education for the 
children living in the dirt-floored shacks around the Tijuana 
municipal dump. That is where we operate a 
preschool/kindergarten, a computer lab for children and 
adults, art classes for aspiring artists, and a place for 
tutoring. (Most parents are not capable of helping their 
children with homework assignments. .) This past year, 
with our combined programs, we had closed to 200 
students.  Pictured: Top row, left to right: Principal  Lili,  
Assistant preschool teacher Angelica, Kindergarten teacher 
Laura. Bottom row left to right: Preschool teacher  Felipe, 
Founder David Lynch, and Computer/Art teacher Jaime.    

   

SHARING A SUCCESS STORY 
Cinthia Vanessa Quiroz Padilla, Profe Felipe’s 
daughter, attended our  preschool with her father as her 
teacher . She also attended our summer schools.  Today 
Cinthia  is 16 years old.  Last spring, while in her first 
year of high school, she won the school’s oratory 
scholastic competition. (She competed against seniors!)  
Then she won the state competition.  At the national 
competition in southern Mexico, she did an excellent 
job for a 15 year old competing against 18 year olds 
coming in six place.  Quoting Cinthia when she returned 
home, “For my first national competition I did fine. I 
have two more years to win first place. “  Pictures: Left,  
Lynch and Cinthia at age 4, receiving her diploma from 
preschool; Right, Cinthia dressed in her school uniform 

today. She plans to be a doctor.  (Her grandmother spent most of her life as a scavenger of 
city dumps.) 



United States Educational Programs. 
Along with our teaching the children in Mexico and Nicaragua,  we have been providing educational programs for 
American students.  David Lynch  is often a  guest speaker at schools. Recently, he spoke at the Joan Croc Peace and 
Justice Center at the University of San Diego for the World Peace Conference for 700 high school students.  

SUMMER SCHOOL/CAMP 
This summer you sent 35 children to camp. Through the generosity of Responsibility 
donors, our kids experienced classes in art, computers, English, sports, and dance each 
morning. In the afternoon, we took the students on trips to museums, the park, and the 
beach. As with the past twenty-nine summers, the beach was their favorite field trip. Just 
look at the excitement on the students’ faces at this new experience. 

CHRISTMAS and EASTER in Mexico and Nicaragua. 
Christmas in Tijuana: You played Santa  to 375children  from  our school and the 
Special Education School. The MP3 players were a huge hit with the Special Needs  
kids. . Bikes were the favorite at our school.  Miguel and Laura (Pictured right)received 
their annual $1000 gift. (If you visit Tijuana by foot, you can often see this blind couple 
singing for tips on the steps of one of the last stores along the walk path  just before you 
go through the revolving gate into the U.S.)  And you gave Rancho Salvatierra, a 
teenage girls orphanage $1500.   

Christmas in Nicaragua: In Nicaragua, the families that scavenge the Matagalpa dump 
had a big  holiday party. For most of the Nicaragua kids, Christmas 2009 was the first 

time they ever received holiday gifts. (Pictures: Left, the Matagalpa 
city dump. Right, our kindergarteners at a holiday party. Their gifts 
included some school supplies.) 

Thanks to the San Deigo 
Downtown Breakfast Rotary Club, 
San Diego’s Scripps Ranch High 
School Spanish classes, The El 
Segundo Rotary Club, 
Southwestern College Staff at 
Otay Mesa and San Ysidro, the 
attendees of  our November Gala, 

and ALL of YOU for  making this a special Christmas  

Easter in Nicaragua: We had a community Easter Dinner.  We hired buses to 
transport 287 people who work in the garbage dump or live nearby to a 
seminary on the other side of town. This place has a huge hall and kitchen where we served Easter Dinner. Each 
family also  took home grocery bags that included food for several family dinners, all kinds of soaps,  toothpaste 
and brushes. 

The Community Medical Clinic 
In our NRG community center building we are housing a 
free medical clinic, pictured left, funded by the Mexican 
Department of Health. Pictured at right is a student receiving 
medical attention from the doctor.  

 

 

GREAT NEWS ABOUT OUR 
SCHOOL’S BOOK  and NEW  MUSICAL 

 

As you know, Armando and the Blue Tarp School, the picture book from Lee & Low Books by 
Edith Hope Fine and Judith Pinkerton Josephson, is based on my work helping children of the 

Tijuana dump learn. The book is a nominee for a 2010 California Young Reader Medal in the Older Picture Book 
category. Individual students, classes, and schools may vote. Ballots are due by April 1, 2010, with winners 
announced this May. www.californiayoungreadermedal.org                                                                                                
Family Fun! The lively new children’s musical based on the book premieres March 19 and 20 at 7:30 p.m. and 
March 21 at 3:30 p.m. at Ocean Knoll Elementary School in Encinitas, California. Thanks to playwright Pat 
Lyderson and composer Wendy Woolf, all proceeds benefit Responsibility! For tickets, starting at $5, go to: 
www.theparkdaleplayers.org and click on Productions. I hope to see you all there. www.bluetarpschool.com   

SPECIAL THANKS 
As always, friends, we thank every single one of you for your support in 2009. If you didn’t receive a thank you 
card for your gift, please accept my apology. I do all the administrative office work alone, so sometimes I make 
mistakes. But, that doesn’t mean your gift is less appreciated. It means I should hire an assistant!   Your continued 
support is both needed and appreciated.                                                                                                          
Gratefully, David Lynch, The Board of Directors, The Mexican Staff, The Nicaraguan Staff, and all of our students. 


