
Board of Directors: 
David Lynch, Founder 
Dr. Marilyn Simon 
Lisa Roth 
Jon Doellstedt 
Ruben Villegas 
Sarah Martin 

Advisors to the Board: 
Anne Otterson 
Joany Mosher  

Sister Teresa Jaramillo 
Nora Güido 

Araceli Moreno 

 
 
 
 
 
 

P.O. Box 433199, San Ysidro, CA  
www.responsibilityonline.org  www.responsibilitynicaragua.org  619-253-6384 lynchdavid@aol.com 

If you want to help for a day, give them rice; 
If you want to help for a while give them a tree; 

If you want to help for an eternity, give them an education. 

 
 

 

Responsibility in Matagalpa, Nicaragua 

In December 2010, Responsibilityôs school named The Robert Keenan Family Kindergarten was completed.  Araceli 

Moreno, my assistant, and I attended the grand opening. The 2011 school year  has 

an enrollment of 90 students.  In the afternoons, the school will serve as a daycare 

center so that the children do not have to go to work with their families scavenging 

the local city dump.  This project completes our second 

commitment to this community. (Our first was the 

drinking water project.) 

Eighty percent of the municipal dump scavengers are 

single mothers with four to eight children. Together a 

family earns about $1.50 a day. Along with recyclables, 

they usually find breakfast, lunch, and dinner.  

Pictures: Top left: The grand opening of our 

kindergarten. Various local government officials attended the event. At the left in the sports 

jacket is Leonardo, the director. Araceli Moreno and I are standing next to him. Right: We have 

been funding drinking water for nearly 500 children. Prior to this project, families drank from 

the contaminated river that runs adjacent to the dump.  

OUR  SCHOOL in Mexico: LA ESCUELA DAVID LYNCH 

Our main emphasis at Responsibility is education for the children living in the dirt-floored shacks around the Tijuana 

municipal dump. That is where we operate a preschool/kindergarten, a computer lab for children and adults, art classes for 

aspiring artists, and a place for tutoring. (Most parents are not capable of helping their children with homework 

assignments.) This past year, with our combined programs, we had closed to 200 students.   

Pictured: Left to right: Jaime, computer and art instructor; Felipe, preschool teacher; Lili, director and kindergarten 

teacher; Laura, kindergarten teacher; and Angelica, assistant  preschool teacher.  

 

SHARING A SUCCESS STORY 

Antonia was a Responsibility student in the 1980s.  After a couple of field trips to a 

restaurant and a bakery in downtown Tijuana where her class was given ñthe cookôs tourò of 

both businesses, she set her career goals to be a baker .  

Twenty five years later, I ran into Antonia at a party for 500 people 

at a hall in downtownTijuana.  She had baked the cake for the fiesta.  

Today, Antonia owns a bakery and gift shop.  (When she was a 

child, her family scavenged the dump for survival.) 

Pictured Left: Antonia in her bakery today. 

Pictured Right: Antonia on her first plane trip with Responsibility 

around 1986. (The trip was funded by a grant specifically for 

Antoniaôs class. It was a one week trip to UC Sacramento where the 

girls stayed with college students.) 

United States Educational Programs 

Along with our teaching the children in Mexico and Nicaragua,  we have been providing educational programs for 

American students.   Lynch  is often a  guest speaker at all levels of  schools. This past year David spoke at local elementary 

schools after the students read the book,  Armando and The Blue Tarp School. 

The Community Medical Clinic 

In our NRG Community Center building we are housing a free medical clinic mainly 

funded by the Mexican Department of Health.  
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SUMMER SCHOOL/CAMP 

This summer you sent 58 children from the old Tijuana garbage dump to camp.  Our 

kids experienced classes in art, computers, English, sports, and dance each morning. 

Afternoons were spent at  museums, parks, and the beach. 

 

 

 

CHRISTMAS  in Mexico and Nicaragua 

Christmas in Tijuana: You played Santa  to 435children  from  our school and the 

Special Education School. The MP3 players were a huge hit with the Special Needs  

kids. . Bikes, sneakers, jogging suits, and Toy Story 3 were the favorites at our 

school.  Miguel and Laura (Pictured right )received their annual $1000 gift. (If you 

visit Tijuana by foot, you can often see this blind couple singing for tips on the steps 

of one of the last stores along the walk path  

just before you go through the revolving 

gate into the U.S.)  And you gave Rancho 

Salvatierra, a teenage girls orphanage 

$1000.  One of the heart breaking stories is 

the blind girl who asked for a braille machine and she is getting it. It will be 

delivered this month.  

Christmas in Nicaragua: In Nicaragua, the children had a big Christmas party 

with a pinata. 400 children received holiday presents which included 94 

backpacks from a St. James New York Girl Scout Troup. For most of the 

Nicaragua kids, Christmas 2010 was the first time they ever received holiday 

gifts. (Pictured Left: the Matagalpa city dump. This eight year old girl working 

with her mother stopped to take a break to eat a banana she just found while 

scavening the garbage.)  Thanks to the San Diego Downtown Breakfast Rotary 

Club, San Diegoôs Scripps Ranch High School Spanish classes, The El Segundo 

Rotary Club, Southwestern College Staff at Otay Mesa and San Ysidro, the 

attendees of  our October Gala, and ALL of YOU for  making this a special holiday season. 

The Documentary Film:The Tijuana Project 

The Tijuana Project had a highly successful premier at the Cinequest Film Festival in San Jose, 

California.  Director John Sheedy and Editor Scott Davis received the Kaiser Thrive Award for 

excellence in presenting the challenges that societies face in the world today. It was the only 

award presented at the festival. Since the premier in February 2010, the film has been shown in 

Australia, Mexico, and throughout the United States.  We will keep you posted for future 

showings and locations. .   

Pictured: David Lynch, Director John Sheedy, and Editor Scott Davis 

Musical Play, Armando and the Blue Tarp School 

Based on the book of the same name,  this musical by playwright and lyricist Pat 

Lydersen and composer Wendy Woolf  is the most successful show in  The Park Dale 

Players 25 year history,ò stated Pat Lyderson.  It received standing ovations to sold-out 

houses (2100 people attended) and $ 8,000 profit was donated to Responsibility.   

Comments from attendees: ñThe play and music were able to tickle our funny bones while 
weaving the bitter-sweet true story of the families living in sad and difficult conditions."   "The 
whole musical was an ice cream sundae, with bittersweet sauce, sprinkles and a cherry on top!  
Delicious!  (I want seconds!)." "Bravo, bravo, bravo to all involved!" 

Good bye Dr. Jim.  Thanks for Caring 

Jim Dillahunty passed away on January 1, 2011.  He had been on the Responsibility 

Board of Directors for twelve years, and was the president for the last several years. 

Jim had a true desire to ñleave this world a better place than the one he entered.ò His 

goal was accomplished.  With his leadership, Responsibility has educated over 18,000 

students over the 30 years we have been around.  Although he will be deeply missed, it 

is important to concentrate on how fortunate we are to have known this great man. 

Pictured: Dr. Jim with Dr. Marilyn Simon, current President of Responsibility Board 

of Directors, at the old Tijuana dump site 

SPECIAL THANKS 

As always, friends, we thank  you for your support in 2010. If you didnôt receive a thank you card 

for your gift, please accept my apology. (Most of you tell me not to send them I do all the 

administrative office work alone, so sometimes I make mistakes. But, that doesnôt mean your gift is 

less appreciated. It means I should hire an assistant but I  wonôt. I prefer to use your donations for 

the education of the kids.   Your continued support is both needed and appreciated, especially today.  

Gratefully, David Lynch, The Board of Directors, The Mexican Staff, The Nicaraguan Staff, and all 

of our students.  

Pictured right: Bill OôReilly with David Lynch. OôReilly continues to be a fond supporter of 

Responsibility. 
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